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VIA CERTIFIED U.S. MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED: 7014 0150 0000 2453 5263 
 
Mr. Ken McClain 
Contracts Manager 
CH2M HILL 
12750 Merit Drive, Suite 1100 
Dallas, Texas 75251 
 
Re: Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) Request Number EPA-R6-2014-002845 

[Appeal Number EPA-HQ-2014-010526] 
Final Confidentiality Determination 

 
Dear Mr. McClain: 
 
CH2M HILL has asserted claims of confidentiality for certain information on payroll forms 
submitted to EPA Region 6 under Contract EP-W-06-021 for the Tar Creek Superfund site.  The 
information is responsive to the FOIA request referenced above.  On June 16, 2014, you 
provided to Michael Pheeny, Region 6 Contracting Officer, a redacted version of the records 
responsive to the FOIA request with the claimed CBI removed for public release.  In your letter, 
you also expressed objections to release of the redacted portions and addressed the elements of 
FOIA Exemption 4. 
 
On August 21, 2014, James McDonald, Assistant Regional Administrator for Management, 
Region 6 sent the FOIA requester a response in which the FOIA request was granted in part and 
denied in part.  The redacted version of the responsive records that you provided were released 
to the requester.  The redacted portions were withheld under Exemption 4 of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. 
§ 552(b)(4), as CBI.  Further, though not stated in the response letter, the redacted information is 
also subject to FOIA Exemption 6, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6), as personal privacy information. 
 
I have carefully considered your claims and objections to release, along with the EPA Office of 
General Counsel Class Determination 1-95 which discusses the confidentiality of certain 
business information submitted to EPA by contractors and prospective contractors.  The Class 
Determination 1-95 may be viewed online at http://www.epa.gov/ogc/documents/1-95.pdf.  For 
the reasons stated below, I find that the information claimed as confidential is entitled to 
confidential treatment.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Exemption 4 of the FOIA exempts from disclosure “trade secrets and commercial or financial 
information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential.”  5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4).  In 
order for information to meet the requirements of Exemption 4, EPA must find that the 
















